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Preface

Throughout history, the world has never witnessed an ideal character
like that of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). This fact is mamtuined in the
Glonous Qurian, when Allah, Most High, says,

w Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allal an excellemt exampler for
him wio hopes in Allah and the Final Day, and who remembers Allah
muich, &

{Al-Ahzab: 21)

Therefore, 1t 15 the duty of every Muslim to study and reflect on the
Sirah of the Prophet (pbuh), so a8 to gain suceess in this world and
prosperity in the world to come. In this context, Az-Zubhan suid, “In
studying the battles of the Prophet (pbuh). lies the knowledge of this world
s well as that of the Hereafter.”

Thus, it gives us grear pleasure to present this valuable book to our
beloved readers, At the same time, we feel indebied (o the abridger’s family
for giving us the chance to present this priceless work to our
English-speaking readers. Also, we ask Allah 1o abundantly reward both the
author, ibn Hishdm, and the abrideger, ~Abdus-Salam M. Hirlin, and bestow
His mercy upon their souls.

Finally. all praise and thanks are due to Allah, withow Whose help and
guidance nothing can be secomphished.

Al-Falah Director
Mudammad * Qbdos
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Introduction

History and Biography

The history of the Pre-lslamic Arabs was known only by meuns of
narkation. Arabic history even before the advent of Islam reflected the
nature of their lifestyle. It showed their pride in their fathers and forefathers,
heroism, generosily, loyalty, stories of antesiry and alliances. There were
also nuratives about the history of the Ka bah. the emergence of the well of
Zamzam, the news of the tribe of Jurhum and leaders of Quraysh, and the
Mu'rib Dam whose collapse caused people o disperse m the land. There
were also stories of diviners and their citations. Thus, history portrayed their
socto-political and religious aspects of life,

Istam appeared at the time when people were accustomed to report all
these stories and events. With the beginning of the Message, preceded by
portents of prophethood, the early life and up-bringing of the Prophet
(pbuh), the Revelation and relevant events and attitudes of the Prophet’s
Companjons and enemies, the Prophet’s behavior amd relations with
Muslims, disbelievers, Christians, and Jews, there emerged u prolific and
broad subject-matter of information and tidings which were also circulated
through narration. Moreover, the Que'an, the hadith, and the words of
Companions, constituted a rich record of that new life.

While the Qur'an was being written down, the hadith remained a trusted
series of narration. In general no one had the courage to think of wnting the
hadith as a response (o the Prophet’s saying,

"D nat quote me by writing) for anvthing excepr the Qur'an, and
whoever has quoted me (by writing) for anything ather than the Qur'an
showelel omee 11"

The wisdom behind this was obvious: it aimed at avoiding confusion
hetween the Revelution and the Prophet's words dunng the time of
Revelation. Undoubtedly, it was a temporary matter lasting until the whole

Quir'an had been revealed,



When " Unmar ibn “Abdel-" Aziz ruled (from 99 to 101 AH), he spent forty
days perlorming Istikhdralk prayers asking Allah whether he should write
down ftadith or not. He continued unul he felt Allah's approval. He then
asked Abii Bakr ibn Muhammad ibn “Umar ihn Hazm (d. 120 AH), the ruler
of Madinah at that tme. to write down the hadirh. He wrote down the
haddiths he had memorized in a book, which was sent o the provinces.
“Umar ibn “Abdel-"Aziz also asked Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Shihiib
Az-Zahri, the teacher of Milik, 1o write down hadith, and the later did so in
book form.

Afterwards, Muslims continued to write down whatever they knew of
the Prophet's hadiths without keeping to a particular form of sectioning or
classificanon. For instance, while some set aside chapters on law, others
began to classify hadith into chapters on the Prophet's birth until the
Revelation, chapters on his state in Makkah, his proclamation o the
Quiraysh, who then persecuted him and his followers as well as information
on wars and matters, of Jihad,

Historians began to write general history books including the life of the
Praphet (pbuh), thus satisfying their religious inclinition 10 perceive him as
an ideal imodel and gindance for Muslims,

Biographers

The first Prophetic biographers were: "Urwah ibn az-Zubayr ibn
Al Awwim (d. 92 AH), Abin ibn "Uthmin (d. 105 AH), Wahb ibn
Munabbah (d. 110 AH), Sharhabil sbn Sud (d 123 AH). Ibn Shihib
az-Zahti (d. 124 AH), and “Abdullih tbn Abi Bakr ibn Huzm (d. 135 AH).

All their books perished with the exception of some parts which were
scattered throughout main references on history hke At-Tabari's book of
history. Only a piece of Wahhb ibn Munabbah's book s currently stored in
Herdelburg in Germany,

After this came another generation of biographers, the most renowned of
which were Miisa ibn "Ugbah (d. 141 AH), Mu"ammar ibn Réashid (d. 150
AH), and Muhammad Thn Ishaqg (d. 152 AH). This generation was followed
by Zivad al-Bukai (0 183 AH). Al-Wigidi the awthor of Al-Maghdst (d.
207 AH), Thn Hishdm (d. 218 AH), and Muhammad ibn Sa'd the author of
At-Tabagar (d. 230 AH).



The Biography by Ibn Ishaq

Of all the above mentioned early biographers, the biography writien by
Ibn Ishiq'" was the most renowned and highly documented. He wrote in the
carly Abbasid period. It was said that Ibn Ishidig visited Al-Muansir in
Baghdad along with his son, Al-Mahdi. Al-Mansir said 1o him. Do you
know who this man 1s. thn Ishiq?" Thn Ishaq replied, "Yes, he 1s your son,
Commander of the Believers.,” He said, “Go, and write a book for him on
the creation of Allah since Adam up to this day.” [bn Ishiq did as he was
told. Then Al-Mansdr said to him, “You have made it so big Ibn Ishig. go
and summarize it”, He did and the book was shielved in the treasury of the
Cormander of the Believers.

After half a century, Thn Hisham'™ rewrote this biography through one
person, ZiyAd Al-Buka'i'™. Tbn Ishiq's book, which he wrote. was not in the
form that it has today. This is because Ibn Hishim examined thn Ishig's
biogruphy of the Prophet (pbuh) by editing. abridging, making additions,
and sometimes criticizing and objecting through the narratons of other
scholars. He even utilized part of his methodology of narrution.

1. He s Muhammad Tbn I ibn Yasir ibn Khivir Abli Al  al-Madani al-Qurayshi, the
patron ol Gays ibn Mukhrmab ihe al-Muttalib iS50 " Abd Mandl. His grandlather, Yasie was o
captive of “Ayn at-Tamr. o town Weit of Kufa on the edige of desens. 1w conguered] by Mus-
firmts during the rerm of AKG Bakr in 13 AH Staving in Misdingh, his grundson Mubamimud was
bam in &5 AH Mulummad sperd his carly youth in Modinoh. Then he hegan traveling and he
went 1o Alexandrig in 1158 AH where he wiote shout some Eyyptians. Alleewards, be traveled to
tany ldamic countries such as Kufu, Al-Jarirah. Ar-Rayy, Al-Bagrah, and Baghdad where be
dited in 152 AL 160 " Adiyy said about Tbn Esbifi, “T0 was i great vinue of o Ishig that e avor-
el the kings attention 10 books which includesd the milnary campaigns of the Messenger of Ailah,
Iris Message. and the begimmng of creaim.”

2 Abi Muhammad " Abdul-Malik ibn Hishiim ibn Ayvib al-Himyari was rabsed in Al Bagrah, Then
hie wient 1o Epypt where he mét Tinam Asb-Shifi's and recited many Atabic poeris. In addition (e
ciliting Ibn lshhy's Bingraphy, b Hishim wrote i book on the Tineage and kingship of Himyar,
sl b thitd work wits i explianstion of uncless Ambic porms. He died m Al Fusyiyp m 218 AH.

3 He ds the iz Abd Muhamesad Zivid ibn - Abdel-Miulik ibn of-Tufayl al-Buki'i al-” Amiri ol
Kafi. Al Bukd'i dacvibed o Band Bubd of BanG ~Amir ibn Su'ya'uh. Zivad went 0 Baghdid
where he spiole ubbat military campargns referrng lo Tha Inbidg and othier obligations refomng o
Muhzrimad tbin Shlim. Alleewirds, befelurted 1o Kufa where he dicd m 183 FID donng the rule
of Marin wr-Rashid. o Heham pad speeial reverence 1o thar shedkh, as be sand in ihe foreward
of fe Book, "1 anred some things which are repulsive 10 be menhioned ahout bum, some mis
meatoned by some people pod some not admitied by Al-Bukd'i 1o be narmaed ™
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There 15 no doubt that Thn Hishim was honest and that he conformed in
lus citition of Ibn Ishiq's book. He never changed or added a word 6f Ibn
Ishiig unless he was explaining or refuting a narration. when he would refer
1o 4 modification by stating "Ibn Hisham said",

His muin purpose of citing Ibn Ishig's biography was to muke an
abridgment. He deleted all that bad been mentioned before the history of
lsmil'il the son of Ibrihim (peace be upon them both) as well as stories and
information of Ismi'il's' sons: which, in his opinion, did ot serve the
Prophet’s (pbuh) biography. He also eliminated all the long controversial
poets. 1T anyone compared the original text of Ibn Ishiq and Ihn Hisham's
narration, he would find that he was very carcful and utterly honest. which
were characteristics of the Muslim scholars of that time.

The Status of Ibn Hishdm's Biography
of the Prophet (pbuh)

Undoubtedly. Ibn Ishiq's book was and will continue 1o be a major
reference for readers of the Prophet's (pbuli) biography. No one plunged into
the life of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), without referring to Thin Ishiq's
hook as 3 major source of information,

For a very long time the blography written by Ibn Ishiy wis known
among scholars as the biography by Ibn Hishim because Thn Hisham
narrated and edited it Ton Khalgin sald, "Ibn Hishim is the one who
compiled the biography of the Messenger of Allah (pbult) from the battles
and stories narrated by Ibn Ishig and it is the biography in the people's
hands, known as the biography by Ibn Hishim." This work was studied
carefully by commentators. For instance, Abul-Qdsim ~Abdur-Ralimin
as-Suhayli'' (d. 581) presented an extensive annotation of the hiography in
s book, Ar-Rawd al-Anf.

After this Abl Dharr ul-Khushayni™ examined the book by explaiming
the parts of it that were unclear, as well a5 providing some ctiticism in

1. Abul-Qasum - Abdur-Ralimin iy Abdullth ihn Ahmad iba Ashagh ab-Kharh' ami as-Sohaylf of-
Andulush ol-Maligi. He was bom in 308 AH i Andalus, MAligih. He spest three vears it Mo-
rocddr ind died there In 381 HD,

2 Abi Dhiare Muy'ab ihe Muharsmind ibin Mis' 4 al-Hydni al- Khushayni, $32-604 HD, was from a
willage called Khushayn (n Andelus, from o iribe from Qudd nh He was barn in 532 AH and

dicd jn O AL



Sharh as-Sirah an-Nabawiyyah which was published by Dr, Bronolah.
Badrud-Din Muliammad ibn Ahmad al-" Ayni presemted in 805 AH a
commentary called Kashf al-Litham fi Sharh Sirar {bn Hishdam.

There were also others concerned aboul summanzing, including
Burhfinud-Din Ibrahim ibn Muhammad. known as Ibnul-Murhal ash-Shifii
who summarized the biography and added that which was lacking in 61|
AH in a book called Adh-Dhakhiral i Mukhasar ax-Sivah. Abul-" Abbas
Ahmad ibn Ibrihim ibn ~Abder-Rahmiin al-Wisifi, also summuarized this
work in 711 AH in a book entitled Mukhtasar Sirat Ibn Hisham. Moreover,
the biography of the Prophet (pbuh) by Ibn Hishim was composed into
verse form by Ab0 Mubummad ~Abdul-"Aziz ibn Muhammad Sa'id
ad-Dumayri ad-Dayrini who died in 663 AH. Abd Bakr Muhammad ibn
Ibrithim, known as Ibnush-Shahid (d. 793 AH) composed it into tens of
thousands of verses i Al-Fath al-Qarib ft Sivat Al-Habib.

Abridging the Prophet's (pbuh) Biography by Ibn Hisham

Early in my youth'" I attempted several times to read this vencrable
work from begirining to end but | failed due 10 the disturbing digression in
writing that made it tiresome. | read various passages dispersed throughout
it, which were like meadows in a desent. They atracted ime because of the
beautiful expression and the glory of their aim.

Nevertheless, | felt, while reading the biography of the Prophet (pbuh)
something of what 1 enjoy in reading the Qur'an or the Prophet's hadiths, of
sincere worship and devotion. A deep-seated moltivation drove me 1o repeat
my endeavors to read the biography: my father was among those who wrote
dbout the Prophet's (pbuh) biography. He abridged it in a book of thirty
chapters  enutled  Talkhis  ad-Dris  al-Awwaliyvalt  fis-Sirah
al-Muhammadiyyah (A Summary  of  Preliminary  Lessons  in  the
Muhammud's (pbuti) Biography), which was for a long time the only book
to be taught in the Sirah courses of the religious institutes in Egypt.

However, 1 was not capable of rending the whole book because, as |
have mentioned, there is a disturbing digression in writing. The reader of
Siral encounters long chapters of names of captives of the Battle of Badr,

L. " Abws-Salim Harin, the abridger of this book.

S ®



names of the horses of Muslims in tlus Battle, a list of the Mustims who
wlended Badr [rom among the Quraysh and from the Ansar. those who were
martyred on that day and so on of listings, prolix poems, lengthy lineage,
wordiness, and also mmcluding some Qur'anic commentaries which are
irrelevant to the core of Sirah. In addition, chains of authorities on which
Sirah s based were spelled out, which might be importam only for scholars
of criticism.

In this "abridgment”, 1 tried 1o extract elements from the original work to
present it in a new form that is allowed for uninterrupted reading, while
being careful about the original text so the reader could cite it 1 did not
replace a letter of the origingl text so as o be honest in performance. 1
referred 10 Ibn Hishdm's wordings in the beginning of the subject or in
footnotes, but the whole text is of Ibn Ishiq as narrated by Thn Hishiim. |
mentioned the chain of authorities only when it was indispensable for the
subject by quoting what had been reported by Ibn Ishaq or Ibn Hishim.

To make the text coherent, | interpreted what was needed of explanution,
relying on uaccredited Sirah commentaries and linguistic references.
Abridgement is a kind of facilitation for those who are unable 10 read the
original and 1t serves o link today's youth to their herituge. Allah willing,
vou would be able to read this book in a few days and acquire an immediate
benelit, while reading the original, if possible, would tuke a few months.

I ask Allah to make this book useful, as it is a small contribution to
science, aiming for the satisfaction of Allah and that of the Prophet, prayers
and peace be upon him,

Misr al-Jadidah, Mid-Ramadin 1374 AH

"Aldus-Salam Harin
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The Noble Lineage

(from Muhammad (pbuh) to Adam)

Abi Muhammad ~Abdul-Malik ibn Hishdm said, "This is o book on the
ography of the Messenger of Allah (pbul) Muhammad ibn “Abdullih tbn
*Abdul-Muttalib [called Shaybah] ibn Hishim, [called “Amr] ibn “Abd
Manaf [called Al-Mughirah] ibn Qugayy [called Zayd] ibn Kilab ibn Muirah
ibn Ka'b ibn Lu'ayy ibn Ghilib ibn Fihr ibn Malik ibn An-Nadr ibn Kindnah
ibn Khuzaymah ibn Mudrikah [called “Amir] ibn Ilyds ibn Mudar ibn Nizdr
ihnt Mi“add ibn “Adnén ibn Udd Jand it was said Udad] ibn Mugawwim ibn
Nahiir ibn Tayrah ibn Ya'rub ibn Yashjub ibn Nabit ibn (Prophet) Isma'il
ibn {Prophet) Ihriihim [the Intimate Friend of Allah] ibn Tirih [and he was
Azar] ibn Nahir ibn Sarfigh ibn Ra' @ ibn Filakh iba " Aybar ibn Shilakh ibn
Arfakhishadh ibn Siim ibn (Prophet) Nih. ibn Lamk ibn Muttushalakh ibn
Akhniikh [who was said to be Prophet ldris] ibn Yard ibn Mahlayl ibn
Qaynan ibn Ydnish ibn Shith ibd Adam (pbuh).”

Ibn Hishim said. "1 will, with the help of Allah Almighty, start this book
with Isma'il the son of Ibrihim, the ancestor of the Messenger of Allah
(pbuh), all the descendents down to the Prophet (pbuh) mentioning what
was known about them and leaving aside the other sons of lsmi'il for
sumnmarization. Thus | will deal with what is relevant to the biography of
the Messenger of Allah (pbub). ['will also refrain from citing some of what
Ibn Ishiq had examined in this book which did not mention the Prophet
(pbuh), or any irrelevant Qurianic verses, nor include anything which is a
reason, interpretation, or witness serving this book. Besides, | will omit the
poems which were unknown fo those spectalized in poems as well as
anything repulsive, misstatements of some people and some things which
were not admitied by Al-Bukd'?'! to be narrated. Otherwise | will write
everything with the guidance of Allah Almighty so as to narrate after him
(Ibn Ish&q) and 1o make it known.

1. He was ihe teacher of Tbn Hishim and disciple of Ibn Isgdg. His name is Ziyad thn * Abdillah thn
at-Tufavli AL-BukdL He disd in 183 AH ALBukd' is a descendent branch ol Band Amir ihn
Sa'sa ah

ey, W



A Follow up of the Lineage

(from the Descendants of Isma ‘il (pbuh)

Ismii'1l, son of Ibrihim, had twelve sons: Nibit, Qaydar, Adhbal, Misha,
Masmit &, Mashi, Dimd, Adhar, Timéd, Yuwtlra, Nabash, and Qavdhumi.
Nabil son of lsmi’il begot Yashjub who begot Ya'rub who begot Tayrah
who begot Nihir who begot Mugawwim who begot Udad who begot
“Adniin. From “Adniin, tribes were dispersed from Ismi‘il's line. “Adnin
begot two sons: Ma'add and "Akk. “Akk sertled in Yemen after MTYing
from the Ash'ari people. so the home and lunguage became onc. The
Ash™ari people were descendents of Ash™ar ibn Naht ibn Udad ibn Humaysi'
tbn “Amr ibn “Arib ibn Yashjub ibn Zayd ibn Kahlan ibn Yashjub ibn
Ya'rub ihn Qahtan. As for Ma'add, the other son of “Adnin, he begot four
sons: Nizdr, Quda’ah, Qanas, and Iydd. Quda ah went to Himyur ibn Saba’
in Yemen. and Qanas were said to have perished and all the other sons of
Mt add, among whom was An-Nu"min ibnul-Mundhir who was the king of
Hirah.

The Vision of Rabi ah ibn Nasr

Rabi"ah ibn Nagr the king of Yemen saw a dream which terrified him.
After sending for all diviners, sorcerers. and fortune-tellers. he told them
about 1t

Rabi ah said, "I saw a vision which terrified and frightened me, so tell
me aboul its interpretation.”

They replied. "Tell it to us and we will interpret.”

Rabi"ah: "If 1 spell it out to you, T will not feel satisfied about your
interpretation, No one will know its interpretation unless he knows it before
I tell him."

One of them: "If our king wants that, he can send to Sagih and Shigg
since no one 1s as knowledgeable as these two 1o tell him whiat he asks.”

He brought them both. Satih met him before Shigg.

—D—



Rabitah: "1 saw a dream which terrified and frightened me, so lell me
what it is. If you are right in knowing it. you will be able to give the right
nterpretation.”

Satih: "I will do. You saw a blaze coming out from the darkness, [ell on
an earth depression. and ate all skulls.”

Rabi™ah: "You ure right Satih, so whit is your interpretation?”

Satih: "1 swear that the Abyssinians will occupy your land and seize
from Abyan to Jurash (iwo Yemeni towns).”

Ratbi*ah: "O Satih this is raging and painful. when will it be? Will it be
during my time or after me?"

Satth: “After your time by more than sixty or seventy years!”
Rabi*ah: “Will their reign continue or will it end?"

Satihi: "It will end after more than seventy. then they will be fought and
expelled and will flee.”

Rabi ah: "Then who will succeed them?”

Satih: “Iram tbn Dhi Yazan who will come from Aden to expel them all
from Yemen.”

Rabiah: "Will his reign continue or will it end™”

Satibi: "Tt will end.”

Rabi ah: “Who will end it

Satih: "A chaste Prophet who will be inspired from the heavens.”

Rahi"sh: "Who is this Prophet?”

Satih: "A descendant of Ghilib ibn Filw ibn Milik ibn An-Nadr, and the
ritle will be by his people until the end of the world!"

Rabi ah: “Is there an end Tor the world?”

Satih: "Yes, when the people of earlier times are brought with those of
later times. The fmr-doer will be happy, while the wrongdoer will suffer.”

Rabiah: "Is it true what you are saying?”

Satih: "Yes, by twilight and dusk and daybreak when it comes. what 1
am informing is true.”

(5)
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When Shiqq came, the King told him whar he had told Satin but e
conceiled what Satih had said, so as to see whether they would agree or
disagree.

Shigg: "You suw a blaze coming out from the darkness. fell between o
meadow and hill, and ate all people.”

When he 1old him this, he knew that they agreed although Satih said
"fell on an earth depression, and ate all skulls” and Shigq sad. "fell between
a meadow and hill, and ate all people.”

Rabi”ah: "You did not err, Shigq. So what is your interpretation?”

Shigq: "1 swear by all people, vour land will be occupied by blacks who
will vanguish to the finger tips. They will dominate from Abiun to Najran”

Rabi'ab: "0 Shigq this is raging and painful, when will it be? Will it be
during my time or after me?"

Shigg: "No atter you for i period of time, then you (i.e. your nation) will
be rescued by a powerful notable persan who will suffer disgrace and
humiliation.”

Rithi"alh: "Who is that notahle?"

Shigg: "A boy, not stout nor mean, will come from Dhi Yazuan
household and will not leave anybody (alive) in Yemen.”

Rabiah: "Will his rule continue or end?"

Shigg: "It will end with the advent of a revealed Messenger who will
come with truth and justice among the people of religion and grace. Power
will be in (the hands) of his nation until the Day of sorting out.”

Rabi’ah: "What is the Day of sorting oul?”

Shigq: "A day when the rulers will be recompensed, supplications will
come from the heavens heard by those alive and dead, and all will be
brought together for an appointed time, when those wlo wete pious will
triumph and have charitable benefits"

Rabi"ah: "Is it true what you are saying?"

Shigq: "Yes by the Lord of heaven and ecarth. and what ascends and
descends in between them, what [ am informing you of is undoubtedly the truth."

(D



Rahi'ah ibn Nasr believed what they (Satih and Shigg) suid, so he
equipped his household to go to Irag, He sent a letter to a Persian King,
Sibir ibn Khurzid, and they stayed in Hirah.

Seizure of Yemen by Abt Karb Tubdn As ad
“And his Invading Yathrib”

When Rabi"ah ibn Nasp died, the rfeign of Yemen fell to Hasséin ibn
Tubiin Asa’d, known as Abl Karb. His father, Tubdn As'ad went his way
ltom the East to Mudinah (Yathrib) but he did not attack its people.
However, he left his son there who was assassinmed. Then, he conguered
the place once more with the intention to demolish and annihilate it A
group of people headed by “Anir ibn Talluh were gathered for lim and they
fought each other in Madinah. The Ansiir said that they used to fight him at
daytime and host him at might, He liked that and said, "By Allih. these
people are gencrous,”

While Tubin Asad (also called Tubba') was fi ghting, wo
knowledgeable Jewish rabbis who were firmly established in knowledge
and knew that he wanted 1o annibilae Madinah and its people, said 10 him,
“0 king, do not do it. If you refuse there will be an interposition between
vou and it (Madinah) and we are not sure that you may be immediately
punished.” He asked them. “Why this?" They replied, “It is the place of
Immigration sought by a Prophet who will come from the Inviolable place
(in Makkah) from the Quravsh in the latter periods, to have it as his home
and settlement.”

He siopped what he was doing. as he found the two rabbis were
knowledgeable. He was pleased with their words, so he left Madinah and
converted to their religion.

Tubba® and his people had been idol worshippers. While they were
heading to Makkah on their way to Yemen, between “Usfin and Amaj (a
town between Makkah and Madinah) a group of Hudhay| ibn Mudrikah said
to m. "0 king. may we guide you 10 a house of treasury disregarded by

., .



kings before you, which contains pearls, aquararing, cortindum, gold, and
silver?

Tubba™: "Yes."

The group: "A house in Makkah which is worshipped by its people
where they offer prayers.”

In this way, those of Hudhayl wanted 1o get tid of him, since they Knew
that whichever king wanted to own the house or tyvrannize ils place, was
doomed to death. The king asked the two rabbis about what was told to him.

Rabbis: "They want te get nd of you and your soldiers. We know that no
one cin have the House of Allah on earth. If you followed them you would
definitely perish as well as all who are with you "

Tubba™: "What do you suggest me to do when I'reach n?"

Rabbis: "Do what its people do: circumambulute around it and glorify it,
he generous there. shave your head. and vield to it until you leave.”

Tubba : "What prevents you both from that?"

Rabbis: "By Allah it is the House of our father Ibrihim and it 15 as we
told you but its people interposed between us and the House by the idols
they stationed around it and the blood they shed there. They are impure
people associating others with Allah."

Believing in the sincerity of their discourse, he followed their advice, so
when confronted the group of Hudhay! he cut off their hands and legs. Then
he reached Mukkah. He circumambulated the House, sacrificed there, and
shaved his head. He spent six days ot Makkah sacrificing to feed us people
and gave them to honey drink. He saw a dream that he covered the House
(with cloth). Thus, he covered il with very thick cloth: then he dreamt that
he should cover it with a beuer quality, so he covered it with Yemeni cloth.

It was said that Tubba™ was the first to cover the House, He charged his
followers of Jurhuim to clean themselves, not to approach it with blood. dead
bodies. or any filthy items. He made a gate and a key for it. Taking his
soldiers and the two rabbis, he lefi Makkah to Yemen, He called his people
in Yemen to join his new religion. They refused to do so unless he stands
before the arbitration of fire.
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In Yemen they used to see the arbitmtion of fire in case of any
difference: they believed that it eats up the oppressor and does not harm the
appressed. Hence, his peaple came with their idols and what they used 1o
sacrifice in their religion. The two rabbis put their (holy) books on their
necks siting by the fire from which 1t would emerge. When the fire
approachied them, they tried to avoid it out of fear. The atiending people
hlamed them and told them to be patient. They held patience then the fire
ate up the idols and things that they had sacrificed for them, as well as men
from the people of Himyar who were carrving them. The two rabbis with
their books, appedared perspiring but the fire did not barm them. Since then
the people of Himyar converted o (the rabbis’) religion, and that was the
beginmng of Judaism in Yemen.

When his son Hassin ibn Tubdn As'ad became king, he urged the
Yemenis to conguer the lands of both the Arabs and non-Arabs. When they
reached the land of Bahrain, the Yemeni people did not want to continue but
desired 10 return (o their country. They resorted to Hassdn's brother, * Amr,
who wos among them, urging him to kill his brother (Hass@in) and take over
the rule and retym with them 1o Yemen. All agreed with the idea except for
Dhii Ru ayn al-Himyuari who forbade him from that, but he did not respond
10 him. Dhil Ru’ayn wrole on a parchment that “Amr would be deprived of
sleep because of his betray, then he sealed the paper and gave it to "Amr.
Alterwards, “Amr Killed Hassan and returned to Yemen with bus army.

In Yemen "Amr was deprived of sleep and became overwhelmed by
insomnia. He asked doctors, diviners, and seers, and one of them said to
him, "By Alluh no one tvranmcally killed his brother or any of s blood
relatives like you did but was deprived of sleep and overwhelmed by
insomnia." When hie heard that, he killed every person who had incited him
o kill his brother Hassan, until it came to Dh(l Ry’ ayn,

Dhii Ru”ayn: "1 have an acquinal from yvou."

“Amr: "What 1s n?"

Dhi Ru ayn: "The written parchment { gave you.”

When he brought it out and read the words on at, he knew that he had
advised him (through his prediction).
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"Amr died, und the Himyar kingship declined and its people dispersed.
Then a man, who was not from the royal houschold, emerped. His name was
Lakhnay ah Yanidd Dhit Shanitir. He killed the good people among them
ard abused twe royal people. Lakhnay ah was homosexual, He sent to
Zur ah Dhii Nuwds the son of Tubiin Asiad. the brother of Hassan, He was a
young boy when Hassin was killed and became an intelligent and handsome
young man. When the messenger (of Lakhnay'ah) came to him, he knew his
purpose. He went to him, hiding a knife between his shoe and his foot, and
beng alone, he jumped on him and Killed him with the knife. The people
suid to him, "No one will rule us but you. You have saved us from that
vicious man.”

He brought the Himvar Kingship back 1o rule the Yemeni tnbes for a
long timie. He was the last king of Himyar and he was the maker of the pit.
In Najriin, there were people of grace and honesty and who were Christians.
They were led by " Abdulldh ibn Ath-Thimur. Dhit Nuwiés went to them with
his soldiers 1o force them to convert into Judaism. Having refused to do so,
they were thrown alive into a large pit where a great fire had been lit. He
also killed others by the sword. About twenty thousand were killed,
including their leader “Abdulldh ibn ath-Thimir, The Quran refers 10 this
event;

& Cursed were the people of the ditch. fire supplied (abundaniiy) with
fuel, when they sat by it (fire), and they witnessed what they were doing
against the helievers {i.e, burning them). They had nothing against them,
excepr thar theyv believed n Allah. the All-Mighty. Worthy of all
Praise! &

(Al-Buriij: 4-8)
The Abyssinian Victory over Yemen

One of them (i, the Christians of Nujran), called Daws Dhi
Thu'lubln, slipped away on his horse and reached the Roman Emperor
where he sought support against Dhil Nuwiis and his soldiers and told him
what they had made. The Roman Emperor told him that his cotintry was far,
so he would write to the Abyssinian king who was Christian as well and
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more adjacent o Yemien, Daws went to The Negus (the Abyssinian King)
with the Eniperor’s letter to support Daws to get victory and lake revenge.
He returned to Yemen with the help of seventy thousand Abyssinian
warriors under the leadershup of Aryil. Among the warmors was Abrahuah
al-Ashram. Aryil went his way through the sca until he reached the Yemeni
shores. When they met Dhit Nuwis and s Yemem adherents. Dhii Nowis
realized that he would be defemted so he directed his horse towards the sea,
fell into the water and drowned. Aryét was granted rule over Yemen,

The Dispute between Aryat and Abrahah

Aryit spent years on the Thrown of Yemen. Abrahah disputed with lam
over Abyssinian matters in Yemen until the Abyssinians becume disunited,
with a section aligned to each of them. They were incited against cach other.
When the two groups approached each other and then Abrahah sent to
Aryil.

Abrahah: “You will not benefit if the Abyssinians fall against each other
lo the point of extermination. Come, and let us duel each other, The winner
will have the warriors of the other.”

Aryit "This is fair”

Abrahah, a stout, short man, confronted Arylt, a handsome, mighty, and
tall man carrying a bayonet. Behind Abrahah stood a lad called " Arwadah o
support his buck. Aryat threw the bayonet aiming at the top of Abrahah's
head but it fell on his forehead slitting his eyebrow, eye, nose, and lip. That
15 why he was dubbed Abrahah al-Ashram (Abrahah the Slit), “Atwadah
attacked Arvit from the back and killed him. Aryit's soldiers joined
Abrahalt's, and so an Abyssiman unification emerged in Yemen,

The Story of the Companions of the Elephant
Abrahah built a church called Al-Qullyas in San'd’ that had no
cquivalent in its time on arth. He sent to The Negus: "1 have built for you,

O king, a church an equivalent of which has never been built for any king
hefore you. I will do my best to make the Arabs perform pilgrimage 1o it."
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When the Arabs knew about Abrihdh's letter 10 the Negus, one of the
calendar intercalators'”’ got angry. He went to Al-Qullyas, urinated there
und returned home. Being informed about this event. Abrahsh asked, "Who
did it" He was answered, "He is an Arub of those of the House (the Ka'bah)
10 which people perform pilgrimage. When he heard about your saying 'l
will make the Arabs perform pilgrimage to it he was infuniated and urimated
in it to show thar this place was not eligible for pilgrimage.”

Abrdhah was enraged and swore 10 march and demalish the House.
After equipping and deploying the Abyssinians, he marched with soldiers
having elephants pointing towards the House, The Arabs heard about this
and wert terrilied but insisted on fighting the approaching army,

A Yemeni notable called Dhi Nafr instigated his people and other Arabs
to fight against and restruin Abrahah from his attack and plan o demolish
the Inviolable House. However. when they fought Abrahah, they were
defeated and Dhil Nafr was taken captive.

Pursuing his targel, Abruhah reached the land of Khath'am but was
resisted by Nufayl ibn Habib al-Khath™ami who led the Arab tribes. Again
Abrahah vanquished him and ook him captive. Afterwards he released him
and used him as a guide. Passing by T&4, Mas Gd bn Mo attub among
others from Thagif said 10 Abrahah: "O king, we are your slaves, obedient
to you, having no disagreement with you. This house - they meant ALt
(an 1dol) - 1s not what you are seeking, yvou want the House in Makkah. We
will send with you someone to guide you,” They sent Abd Righil as a gmde
who accompanied him to Mughammas (a place near Mukkuh) where Abi
Righil died and was buried. Abrahiah sent an Abyssinian called Al-Aswad
ibn Mafsid by horse to Makkah., He robbed the Quraysh and other tnbes
mcluding two hundred camels belonging 1o " Abdul-Mutaiib, who was then
master of the Quraysh. Quraysh, Kindnah and Hudhayl and all who were in
and around the Inviolable House wanted to fight him but they realized they
would not be able to.

Abrahah sent Hundtah al-Himyari 10 " Abdul-Muttalib, with a message
saying that he did not want war with the people of Makkah. He only wanted

I. The tnterculalors. were thise who used to adjust profane wid sacred motths in the pre.
Islamic timee
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to destroy the House, so if the people of Makkah did not try to stop him
from destroying it, there would be no need 1o fight. Abrahah asked Hundah
to see “Abdul-Muttalib in case he did intend to fight him. “Abdul-Muttalib's
answer wis, "By Allah, we do not want to fight him; we cannot resist him.
This 1s Allah's Inviolable House, which was built by His Intimate Friend
Ibrihim, If He prevents him from it, it is His House and Shrine, and if He
allaws him, so we cannot prevent him.”

“Abdul-Mutalib and some of his sons went with Hundtah until they saw
somie enemy soldiers, " Abdul-Muttalib asked about Dhi Nafr, who was his
fnend. He visited him in prison.

" Abdul-Muttalib: ") Dhil Nafr can vou not help in what has happened?”

Dhti Nafr: "What kand of help can there be from a captive in the hands
of a king, waiting to be killed morning or evening? There 1s nothing [ can do
for you but I will send to Anis, the elephant rider, who is a friend of mine. |
will recommend that you meet the king and tell him whatever you want, and
to intercede for vour good, if he can.”

“Abdul-Muttalib: "I hope so."
Dhil Nalr sent to Anis,

Dhit Nafr: " Abdul-Muttalib is the master of Quraysh and owner of
Makkah's trade caravans, He feeds people in the plain and beasts in the
mountain, The King took two hundred camels from him. Get him a
permission ko meet him, and intercede for his good with whatever you can."

Anis; "l will do so."
Anis spoke 1o Abrahah.

Anis: "O king, here is the master of Quraysh at your door who wants
your perrmission to enter. He is the owner of Makkah's trade caravans, He
feeds people in the plain and beasts in the mountain. Let him ask you about
his request.”

Abrahah allowed him to enter. " Abdul-Muttalib was very handsome and
mighty., When Abrahah saw him, he praised him and allowed him to sit
under hum since he disliked that the Abyssinians see him sitting on the roval
throne beside him. so he let him sit on the carpet and he sat down beside
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him. He told the interpreter to ask him about his request. ~ Abdul-Mutalib
replied, "My request is to have back my two hundred camels which were
aken from me.” When the mterpreter wld him his request, Abrahah
commanded him to say to hum, "l was impressed when 1 saw you: now 1
hiave lost interest in you after talking to me. Are you asking me aboul the
two hundred camels which I have wken and saving nothing about the House
that represents vour religion and the religion of vour forefathers which [
have come o destroy?" “Abdul-Mutalib replied, "1 am the owner of the
camels and the House has an Owner Who will defend it." Abrahah replied,
“Nothing will stop me!” " Abdul-Muttalih sind, "We shall see.”

After taking his camels back, "Abdul-Mugtalib returned to the Quraysh
and informed them of Abrahah's intention. He ordered them oo leave
Makkah seeking shelter at the top of the mountains so as to avoid attack
from the army. “Abdul-Muptalib held the knocker of the Ka'bah and
supplicated 1o Allih with a group of the Quraysh to give them victory over
Abrahah and his soldiers.

Then they sought safety in the mountains waiting for what Abrahah was
going to do in Makkah. In the moming. Abrahah proceeded o Mikkah,
mobilized the army, and prepared the elephant that was called Mahimtd.
Abrahah had decided to return to Yemen after demolishing the Ka'bah.
When the elephant wis poined towards Makkah, Nufayl ibn Habib
whispered in the elephant’s ear, "Kneel down or go back to where you have
came. You are in the Inviolable town of Allah.” When he left his ear. the
elephant knelt down. Nufayl guickly climbed the mountain. The troops beat
the elephant to make it get up but it would not: they beat its head with iron
hars, but it would not get up. Whenever they made it face towards Syria or
Yemen it would immediately get up and start off. Then suddenly birds like
switllows and starlings came from the sca. and with every bird were threc
lentil-like and chickpea-like stones. one in ils beak and two in 1ts claws.
Everyone who was hit by any of these stones died. Those who were not hil
fled. but on their way back. they were falling down and dying. Abrahah was
affected in his body and died.

Ibn Ishiq said. “"When Allah sent the Prophet Mubammad (pbuh), it was
a great hlessing of Allih to count on the Quraysh that He saved them from
the Abyssimans. Allah the Almighty says in the Qur'an,
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& Have you (0 Muhammad) not seen how your Lord deals with the Owa-
ers of the Elephant” Did He not make thefr plor go astrav? And sent
against then bivdy, in flocks, sgreking them with stones. of Siil. And
micade themi fike an empty field of stalks (of which the com has been eaten
upr by caille) .

(Al-Fil- 1-5)
The Sons of Nizar ibn Ma add

Nizdr ibn Ma'add begol three sons: Mudar, Rabi’ah, and Anmir. Mudar
begol two sons: s and “Aylin. llyds begot three sons; Mudrikah,
Tabikhah, and Quma'ah. Mudrikah begot two sons: Khuzaymah and
Hudhayl, Kuzaymah begot four sons: Kindnah, Asad, Asadah, and Al-Hin.
Kininah begot four sons: An-Nade!!, Milik, “Abd Manit, and Milkin.
An-Nadr begot two sons: Milik and Yakhlud. Malik begot Fihr, Fihr begot
four sons: Ghalib, Muhérib, Al-Hirith, and Asad. Ghilib begot two sons:
Lu'ayy and Taym. Luayy begot four sons: Ka'b, “Amir, Samah, and ~Awf.
Ku'h begot three sons: Murrah, “Adiyy, and Husays. Murrah begot three
sons; Kilib, Taym, and Yaqgazah, Kilib begot two sons: Qusayy and
Zuhrah. Qusavy begot four sons: “Abd Manif, “Abdud-[r, * Abdul-"Uzzi,
and “Abd Qusayy. "Abd Mandl begot four sons: Hishim. “Abd Shams,
Al-Muttalib; and Nawfl,

The Children of ~Abdul-Muttalib Ibn Hashim

Ibn Hisham sad. " Abdul-Muttalib ibn Hishim begot 1en sons, and six
daughters: Al-"Abbus. Hamzah, “Abdullih, Abd  Tilib, Az-Zubayr,
Al-Hirth, Huil, AlMogawwim, Dirdr, Abd Lahab (his' name was
“Abdul-"Uzza). Safivyah. Umm Hakim Al-Baydd'. “Atikah, Umaymah,
Arwi, and Barrah.”

I Thn Hishiam sad thar AnsNagr 18 Quraysh: ane bom of his line belomgs 1o Quraysh bai those out-
side his Tine donot. 11 s said that ris Fibr tho Milik who is Quravsln
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